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Not changing back

Points to note

The concepts here are not easy to grasp, partly because of the cultural unfamiliarity:  we don’t, for one, put wine in wineskins anymore.  Also, how many of us recycle old cloth to sew patches on our clothes. 
The point in this reading is about conversion.  While this is an experience that is not personal to those of us born into Catholic families, the concept can be even more abstract to children.  Care should be taken to personalise the experience of conversion in daily lives.  Take more time to build the parallels and ensure that the children are clear about them before you move on.  If the children do not grasp the parallels, the session could be too abstract and you will not get much response from the children. 

Liturgy

Acclamation before the Gospel

Alleluia!  Alleluia!

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the Lord,

I know them and they follow me.

Alleluia!

Gospel 

Jesus was still travelling around his some region of Galilee, reaching and healing.

The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you.

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Mark

All:   Glory to you O Lord

(Mk 2: 18-22)

One day, when John the Baptist’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, some people came and said to Jesus, “Why is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast but your disciples do not?”  Jesus replied, “Surely the bridegroom’s attendants would never think of fasting while the bridegroom is still with them?  As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they could not think of fasting. But the time will come for the bridegroom to be taken away from them, and then, on that day, they will fast.  No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak; if he does, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and the tear gets worse.  And nobody puts new wine into old wineskins; if he does, the wine will burst the skins and the wine is lost and the skins too.  No!  New wine, fresh skins!”

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Discussion

Have anyone bought or knew someone who have bought a pet from the pet-shop before?  Was it easy to train the pet?  What did you do to take care of the pet?  Discuss what they did to take care of the pet.  

Did your pet run away after that?  Discuss how they would feel if the pet had run off back to the pet-shop after being lavished all the care and attention.
What did you do to make sure that the pet did not run back to the pet-shop or to stray in someone else’s home?  You have a combination of caring for them as well as tying them up.

Do you know the meaning of the word conversion?  Explain that it is the changing of someone or something from one thing to another.  And once changed, there is no changing back.  Otherwise, it is not a conversion.  Just like a house pet:  the animal in the pet-shop is not a house pet until it stays in your house as a pet.  If it runs back to the pet-shop, it cannot be a house pet, can it?  

In the Church, when we say that someone is converted, we mean that he or she becomes a Christian.  Normally, it means that someone is baptised.  But it can also mean a person, baptised or not, who used to act in unchristian-like ways changing to behaving properly.  And there is no changing back if we were to call it conversion.

Linking back to the reading: in the olden days, poorer people put wine in skins, normally pigskins that have been scrapped to make a watertight container.  The wineskin is then sealed, and once it has been used, it cannot be reused again.  Therefore, the allegory:  the wine is like our Christianity and wineskin is like us.  If we are not converted into something new and different, there is no point putting Christianity into us.

Another way of looking at it is that we put on clean clothes after we bathe.  We make sure that we are clean before we put on Christ.

Discuss how we can keep ourselves from changing back to unchristian selves so that we will remain Christians.  Other than doing good and loving one another, we also join our Christian community by going to Church and participating in our BECs.  Mixing with committed Christians also help us to remain Christian.
